
Open Letter to President Erdoğan 
 

Solidarity with Human Rights Activist and Member of 
Parliament Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu 

 
 
As human rights organizations, activists, lawyers, writers, journalists, politicians, and 
academics, we are writing this letter to express our concerns about the current 
pressures imposed upon all individuals, especially Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, who is 
making tireless efforts for human rights in Turkey,  and institutions that are struggling 
to this end.  
 
Gergerlioglu, a human rights activist and an MP, was threatened with 'terrorism' 
charges, first by Uşak Police Chief and then by AKP Group Chairman Ozlem Zengin and 
Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu. 
 
The fact that 23 female students studying at Uşak University had been subjected to strip 
searches twice for 5 days after their detention on August 31, 2020 drew strong reaction 
on social media. Mr. Gergerlioğlu expressed this news in the Parliament as well and 
called for an end to the unlawful practice of strip searches. 
 
After these strip searches became a topic on social media, the women who suffered 
from this inhumane practice, shared what they had to endure with the public in full 
details through the videos they shot. Categorically denouncing this unlawfulness which 
in no way is compatible with human dignity, many champions of human rights 
supported the victims. 
 
The strip searches conducted twice for supposed security reasons by the Usak Police 
violate the prohibition of treatment incompatible with human dignity. Although an 
effective investigation into this issue was necessary, MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, who 
brought it to the Parliament and also made it public, was even subjected to accusations.  
 
AKP Group Deputy Chair Özlem Zengin targeted MP Gergerlioğlu, saying; "So far, I have 
never seen a deputy who terrorizes the Parliament as much as Mr. Gergerlioglu.” 
 
Shortly after this statement, Uşak Police Chief Mesut Gezer made the following 
statement containing threats and insults, saying: "We are here to fight with these 
treachers who slander us, these sanguinaries, bloodshedders, ... We will not let them 
breathe in this country." 



 
Following this statement, Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu also pointed his fingers at 
Mr. Gergerlioglu, saying: "Indeed, this man is a terrorist, we have filed numerous 
complaints. I’m calling on the judiciary to do whatever is necessary about him. " 
 
Immediately afterwards, Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor's Office announced that an 
investigation was launched against Gergerlioğlu and the people who voiced their 
reactions on social media. 
 
We would like to underscore that we are seriously concerned about long-standing mass 
detentions and human rights violations, as public officials easily accuse human rights 
defenders and MPs of being ‘terrorists'. 
 
As individuals and institutions that believe in human rights and freedoms and struggle 
to this end, we stand by Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu and we expect the threats 
directed by public officials, politicians and prosecutors at people who advocate human 
rights, especially Mr. Gergerlioğlu, to be stopped. 
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1. Dietmar KÖSTER, Member of European Parliament (Germany) 

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European 

Parliament 

2. Sevim Dagdelen, Chairwoman of the Parliamentary Group of Die Linke in the 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the German Parliament (Germany) 

3. Sophie ROHONYI, Member of the Federal Parliament (Belgium) 

4. Gokay AKBULUT, Federal Deputy, Die Linke (Germany) 

5. Kai GEHRING, Green Party, Member of the German Parliament (Germany) 

6. Berivan Aslan, Member of Austrian Parliament (Austria) 

7. Ulla Jelpke, Member of the German Parliament, Die Linke c 

8. Christophe Lacroix, Member of the Federal Parliament (Belgium) 

9. Philippe Courard, Senator and Member of Wallonia Parliament (Belgium) 

10. Andrej Hunko, The Left, Member of the German Parliament and the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (Germany) 

11. Johan Vande Lanotte, Professor, Ghent University, Former Deputy Prime Minister 

(Belgium) 



12. Simone SUSSKIND, Former Brussels MP and Senator, and Founding President of 

"Actions in the Mediterranean" (Belgium) 

13. Bianca DEBAETS, Former member of Flemish Parliament, CD&V (Belgium) 

14. Victoria AUSTRAET, Former Member of the Brussels Parliament (Belgium) 

15. Ori Z Soltes, Georgetown University (USA) 

16. Aaron COHEN (USA) 

17. Rev. Dirk FICCA, Executive Director - Twin-Cities Social Cohesion Initiative, Senior 

Advisor – Church of Sweden (Sweden) 

18. Sophia PANDYA, Professor, California state university at Long Beach (USA) 

19. Felix KAIZA, Independent Media Consultant (Tanzania) 

20. Isaac LONGWE, human rights defender, Amnesty International (East Africa) 

21. International Observatory of Human Rights (United Kingdom) 

22. International Association of People's Lawyers (France) 

23. Open Dialogue (Poland) 

24. Lawyers’ Rights Watch (Canada) 

25. Australasian Muslim Times (Australia) 

26. Human Rights Foundation (USA) 

27. Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights (Canada) 

28. Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker (Germany) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      


